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Peer Review for Christine Singleton
In early March 2025, I had the distinct pleasure of visiting Christine Singleton’s ENGL 102 class. Even before visiting the class, I had already known how committed Christine was to her teaching and how deeply she cared about her students and their well-being. As Christine’s classmate and officemate, I had heard her talk throughout the year about how she wanted to support her students on an individual level and create a classroom community that was both welcoming and fun. She showed me an in-depth PowerPoint that she had designed and talked excitedly about online teaching tools. In short, she went above and beyond. She said that she wanted to be the instructor that she had personally needed as an undergraduate student.
From the moment that I stepped into Christine’s classroom, it was clear that she had indeed created a supportive and engaging atmosphere for her students. I arrived in the class a few minutes before it officially started, and she was already chatting with her students, asking them about “what was good” in their lives at that moment. When the class started, she asked a “vibe check” question about her students’ ideal days, and then followed up by asking how they were doing overall that day (a question that I know she asks every day). Watching Christine interact with her students, I was struck by how many of them engaged with her questions. There were not just a few students speaking; most, if not all, of them responded. I could tell that she had created an environment where students felt comfortable sharing with their class.
After the initial check-in questions, Christine moved on to the lesson of the day. She pulled up her (notably beautiful) PowerPoint and went through the day’s agenda, so that students would know what topics were being covered. I also noticed a student reading the PowerPoint on their laptop, and Christine later confirmed that she generally posts the PowerPoints online, so that students can access them more easily. After the agenda, she went through a review of the material that students had covered in class recently, soliciting responses from her students. Again, I was impressed by how many of Christine’s students responded to her questions. Throughout the class period, I believe that every single student chimed in.
After the review, Christine walked her students through the new information for the day, how to prepare for interviews and write interview questions. She provided in-depth explanations and offered specific examples to ensure that her students had a strong grasp of the material. Students then moved on to an individual activity, writing their own interview questions. Christine checked in with all of her students, to see where they were on their projects and if they were encountering any roadblocks. She spent extra time with students who were struggling, helping them to generate topics and ideas for their projects. She then asked each student about the interview questions that they had written and provided feedback for all of them. At the end of the class, one student was still struggling to think of a topic for their project, and she had them come to her office hours to discuss it further.
Overall, observing Christine’s class showed that she has created a classroom atmosphere where students feel welcomed and supported, both academically and personally. Students were comfortable speaking about both the classroom content and their lives outside of class, and Christine talked to every single student throughout the class period. The day’s lesson was thorough and engaging, and Christine made sure that any students who were struggling received extra help. In short, I think she may be just the instructor that her students need.
